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Abstract

People with different cultural backgrounds have different styles in conversational interactions.
Numbers of previous studies have shown that the communicative styles of Japanese and English
speakers are different in many respects. Through an analysis of live football coverage in Japanese
and English, this article will attempt to explicate how the different communicative strategies
are utilized in sports announcer discourse in both languages. This paper will also analyze how
cultural ideas and culturally determined principles for interaction are reflected in the discourse of

sports commentary in Japanese and English.
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01 A: Ithink Gunnarson is guilty for giving the ball away, he’ll get struck off in

02 possession here and Oscar makes him pay (1) Gunnarson gets it wrestled
03 away from him by Ramirez that’s when I’m talking about making good

04 possession, comes inside, that’s straight over the head of Marshal, it’s a good

05 strike (FRH%) I think he’s gotta stop that one Marshal. I think he’s going to get
06 a touch on this ball, it’s a great kick from Ramirez in mid-field.

07 B: Kim, Oscar, and quite a scoring spree for club and country at the moment.
08 Kim, Lampard shrugging him off but it is a corner for Cardiff and they are
09 showing a quick response now.

10 A: Yeah, Frank Lampard just trying to rush that one away for a corner, just got
11 a clip of his toe. If Cardiff had to do anything, they’ve got to get their one
12 back quickly.

13 A: Whittingham takes it. Miss-kicked completely by Kim and Oscar now,

14 Hazard, so many options here. It’s Willian and Marshal makes the save.

15 B: Well played Eden Hazard, he really waited for Willian there and good stop

16 this time from Marshal low down to his right.

(2)

01 A: Juan Mata takes it. John Terry dashed across, but it just veered wide.

02 B: May have brushed the post there John Terry, Medels on the post, you can

03 see, there it is there, ooh, just looks like it comes off the outside of the post as
04 Medel misses it, obviously confident that it was going away, but just brushes

05 that post.
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4

(5)
01 B: He’s done better in the past, I think.
02 A: Exactly, he fails to do so that one down there, Ivanovic, a good player.

03 B: And a fairly frequent goal scorer.

(6)

01 A: José Mourinho is back where he feels he belongs. It’s time for Bridge.

02 B: No, I still think he’s got a lot of work, Ian, to do to get it back to where it was
03 maybe for Chelsea, but it’s time to become the full @@@ it once was under
04 Mourinho.
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