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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate an approach to improve Japanese university students’
writing ability in English based on the analysis of their writings and questionnaires. A small-
sized corpus was constructed using the writing data of Japanese university students, all of which
were collected during the required English writing classes at universities in Tokyo. An analysis
was made with an English native speaker reference corpus in terms of vocabulary and phrase, the
result of which was then compared with review comments by students. The paper discusses that
a majority of the students shared the same difficulty they faced in writing with some evidences
from the actual writings and the comments by students. It will then suggest the necessity to
raise students’ language awareness of the difference between Japanese and English based on the

analysis of the features of Japanese students’ writings.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Use reasons and specific details to

support your opinion. “It is important for college students to have a part-time job.”
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10 | conclusion 65 56.663 society 98 81.118
11 | second 65 56.663 earn 89 61.189
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