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Sanpei broke tradition by ad-libbing social commentaries, singing songs and

singling out members of the audience to engage them in banter.
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A Chinese-style poem by Rai Sanyo (1780-1832), a Confucian scholar of the Edo
Period (1603-1867), is well known for using the expression shukushuku (quietly

or solemnly): “Bensei shukushuku/ Yoru kawa o wataru” (Paying attention to

the sound of whips, [they] cross the river at night).
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Dubbed “Showa no Bakusho-0”", Sanpei died Sept.20, exactly 30 years ago.
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In recalling the King of Guffaws with fond nostalgia, I suppose I'm actually

yvearning for what our country is sadly missing today—an era of sustained

growth.
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The first entry in Yasuko's diary describes a summer festival she went to by
bicycle.
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After Muraki was acquitted, the vernacular Asahi Shimbun’s senryu section ran

the following satirical poem: “How scary that tokuso can turn into tokko.”
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In Japan, we describe an autumn wind as “colorless.”
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One does not have to be a child to feel a tinge of sadness at the end of this

frenetic season.
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We'll have to persevere a bit longer until the arrival of soothing autumn.
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The anniversary of the boy's death falls on Monday.

29 L2EBEZWRIZY 5 ERO—212, BfEHE & v ) BhEIH 2 2 Fo 45 o 1
DD %o

E. EM %L
(222) OWFEGT [HA] L 2o EH [FHLVRREZEY S b ] LdER TR
BIERICH DL (22b) DX D IZHE W2 THEMERICEENZ v, (23a) OlEESE [T
] L ZOBAKELFMT, EMWEREZET LI L% (23b) DLHIIEVIEZ 2
ENTE D, HMEFHELOPINE IO X ) IR FEL G DA & EAF DS G 2k ek
FiE (FE) Lo HEN 2 BRICR > TV A DD 5o,

(22a) 0L ODIERAHKED Y . LK EIEY & RDLHARTH D, (915)
An era has certainly ended, but Japan has yet to build a new one.
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In the dohyo ring, Wakanohana was nothing but beautiful.
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It was the golden age of sumo.
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It’'s time to rest our exhausted minds and bodies while waiting for merciful
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