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Abstract

Indian Cultures on Crossroad

—*“Being an Indian” in Alexie’s Reservation Blues—

Masayuki Adachi

Using Sherman Alexie’s Reservation Blues as an example, this paper at-
tempts to show how Indian people in contemporary American society are bio-
logically and culturally “mixed” with non-Indians. Despite this hybirdization,
Indians have not lost their identities. One important factor that contributes to
Indian identity is memories created and handed down from generation to gen-
eration through their oral traditidn. Those memories (most often very negative
ones) continue to exist in the minds of the people. As a result, this connection

over time becomes a crucial element to “being an Indian.”
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