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Abstract
This paper examines the attitude of Japanese undergraduates toward potential changes of systems
associated with increasing number of foreign workers from perspectives of “uncertainty avoidance”
and “attachment of one’s own country”. The result of questionnaire survey showed that they support
potential changes in acceptance systems that may include “merit system and fixed-term
employment”, “education support and costs burden”, and “communication using foreign languages”.
Generally, they displayed positive attitudes toward these potential changes associated with

increasing number of foreign workers. On the other hand, the result showed that they strongly
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required foreign workers to have some “Japanese language ability” or “understanding of Japanese
culture”, and it suggested that “attachment to one’s own country” might be behind this attitude. It
was found out, however, that the high scores in “uncertainty avoidance” and “attachment of one’s
own country” did not seem to necessarily negatively influence the attitude of the students. The
result of the survey suggested that they didn’t feel anxiety for the potential changes and it showed
that “attachment to one’s own country” did not relate directly to the feeling of resistance to the
potential changes. In addition, differences of intercultural education programs, study abroad
programs, or intercultural environments available in their universities were found to be influencing
how positive the students’ attitude could be toward “education support and costs burden” and
“communication using foreign languages”. The findings may contribute to the development of

future educational programs.
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