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Abstract

This study examines the form of realism in documentary programs when they first began
to be produced in Japan, analyzing the history of how narratives about television realism
transformed from the 1920s (when television was developed) to the 1950s (when documentary
programs were first broadcast).

This study found that documentary programs in Japan were created with a new type of
realism narrative: “the world in the program is constructed by senders.”

Before the documentary programs were broadcast, “live broadcasting” was the main

production method. At that time, narratives about television realism indicated that programs

— 100 —



aimed to broadcast views of the distant, or in other words, “reality itself.”

In 1957, however, a documentary program incorporated a new production method,
“construction by film.” The producers presented this program as an aim to broadcast, a “world
constructed by senders.” This aim was also accepted by the audience.

In other words, the documentary program started with a form of realism different from that
seen in previous programs. Instead of “reality itself,” it broadcasted a “world constructed by

senders.”
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