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Abstract

For self-learners learning Japanese with Open Educational Resources (OERs), keeping
themselves motivated is an important issue. This research focuses on “relevance-enhancing”
which is one of the motivational strategies employed by self-learners, and is to propose that a
more effective OER needs to be developed for Japanese language learners studying by themselves.
Initially, an analysis of existing OERs revealed that they provided uninteresting options for most
learners. Consequently several items with communicative contexts for 77 language targets were
developed and given to eight Japanese language learners to rate. This study demonstrates how
important it is to provide contextual situations which are adapted to learners’ interests and a wide
range of options in the OER for learners to select from. Doing so makes learning targets relevant to

them. Several ideas are suggested for further development of OERs.
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