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Summary

The year 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of the Easter Rising,
the rebellion for Irish independence that changed the course of
Ireland’s history. A lot of events were held inside and outside
Dublin. Also many articles and books on the Rising were published
last year. However, it has seldom been pointed out that the Boer
War was connected to the Easter Rising. This essay will show
their connections.
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On the mountain side the battle raged, there was no stop or stay;

Mackin captured Private Burke and Ensign Michael Shea,

Fitzgerald got Fitzpatrick, Brannigan found O’Rourke;

Finnigan took a man named Fay—and a couple of lads from Cork.

Sudden they heard McManus shout, ‘Hands up or I'll run you through’.

He thought it was a Yorkshire ‘Tyke—’twas Corporal Donaghue!

McGarry took O’Leary, O’Brien got McNamee,

That’s how the ‘English fought the Dutch’ at the Battle of Dundee.®’
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They hated us. They absolutely hated us. I could feel it, a heat coming off them. The
British were protecting us. I didn’t blame the women. It was the first anniversary of the
first Battle of Ypres; many of them were in mourning for their husbands. And I didn’t
blame the others. They were starving, some of them homeless, and a slum was better
than no home at all. They wanted to tear us with their own nails and teeth. There were
men around me sobbing......I saw other men hanging back, and women, faces behind the
angry ones. Sad faces, looking out at us. Standing there to let us know: they didn’t all
hate us.”
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