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Summary

His Majesty Emperor Akihito visited three ASEAN countries,
Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia in 1991. His Majesty also visited
China in 1992, and the governments of these four countries welcomed
the emperor. All of four visits were highly evaluated, though the
connotations of “welcome” are varied because of the wide differences of
four nations’ social structure, culture, historical and current relations
with Japan.

The Thais ardently welcomed the Japanese Emperor, because His
Majesty Akihito was the dearest friend of their esteemed King
Bhumibol-Adulydej, and the Japan-Thai relations has been good and
stable. In Malaysia, the pro-Japanese Malay leaders such like Prime
Minister Mahathir welcomed His Majesty, but some old Chinese
- expressed a bit negative impression because of their wartime memory.
The Indonesians basically welcomed His Majesty, the symbol of the
biggest donor country to Indonesia, however some survivors of cadets
of Imperial Japanese Army demanded compensation.

The mainland Chinese, outwardly welcomed His Majesty, though
they maintained anti-Japanese emotion because of wartime memory and
the sense of cultural superiority to the Japanese. The Communist
government mobilized the People’s Liberation Army and Security
Police to restrain the national emotion, and made good use of the Royal
Visit to check the United States’ hegemony, because they believed that
their invitation of the Japanese Emperor could show the Chinese close
ties with Japan to the international community.

This article is to analize the four Royal visits as above, and to study
the differences of images of Japan being embodied by the Japanese
Emperor.
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