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Summary

Buddhism spreaded to China around the first century. After that
Buddhism was accepted to the Chinese society slowly and good, the
Buddhist temple came to be constructed and even the Buddhist Scrip-
tures had been translated to Chinese gradually.

This paper analyzed mainly the historical documents from the first
century through the fifth century, Dunhuang (/) manuscripts and
Turpan (M%) manuscripts to know when the name of the Buddhist
temple changed into “si 3¢” from “ci fii”.

The Buddist temple was called “ci fii” in the Later Han (#2i%), or
Eastern Han (3i#) dynasty. In the third century, it has come to be
called “si 3¢” in the China mainland. However, it was still called “ci jiil”
in the early fifth century in the Hexi ({f[F) region. Futhermore it was
still called “ci Td” in the late fifth century in the Turpan (H:%&%) region.

The chinese character “si 3" standing for the Buddhist temple was
from the name of the government office called “si 3”.

* * *
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