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The Influence of Visiting Facilities for the Elderly on the Image of
Elderly People among Junior High School Students
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The Influence of Visiting Facilities for the Elderly on the Image of
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Because family structures and local society change in line with changes in each era,
it is not unusual that junior high school students get few opportunities to get to directly
know an elderly citizen over the age of 80 if they are not provided with such opportunities
at school.

In this study, an interview survey was conducted with targeted junior high school
students to qualitatively analyze the kind of information from which a view of the elderly
from childhood is formed, and clarify a process of how an actual experience of visiting a
facility for the elderly influences on and changes their view.

The study found a negative stereotype of the elderly, confirming the results of prior
research on people’s views of the elderly. Furthermore, this research suggested that an
experience of visiting such a facility acts to change vague, negative views of the elderly

held up until that point into those of a positive nature more in line with reality.
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