YRR 45 (2013 1)

— W e A RERT I K B S B O RE AR AR R o> J2 FE
Evaluation of Hearing Function in the Elderly:
Analyses of the Current Status by Nurses of the General Hospitals
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the actual circumstances of how information
was collected and evaluation analysis was conducted on the hearing functions of elderly
clients in general hospitals. The study included information on the charts of 188 newly-
admitted clients regarding their health perception/management, cognition/perception, and
overall nursing assessments. Findings indicated that the elderly clients had diseases that
tended to affect their hearing, and took medicines that often lead to hearing impairment.
Furthermore, it was found that nurses determined the clients’ hearing impairment levels by
experience based on the information regarding the usage of hearing aids and on the clients’
alertness of responses. An analysis was conducted of the contents of 32-unit nursing
assessment records which were categorized qualitatively into three categories: Nurses’
evaluation of the clients’ impairment; Nurses’ evaluation of the clients’ communication
impairment; Direction of nursing. The seven sub-categories were:

1) Nurses’ evaluationion of cognitive functioning
2) Nurses’ evaluationion of clients’ hearing impairment levels
3) Nurses’ evaluation ion of the clients’ communication impairment

4) Nurses understanding/consideration of clients’ psychology
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5) Nurses’ evaluationion of the risk/danger to clients

6) Nurses’ confirmation of clients’ level of understanding

7) Nurses’ device/ ingenuity of communication methods

Nurses were found to determine their care direction based on their evaluations of clients’
hearing and communication capacities. For the improved care of clients, results indicated the
necessity for hearing evaluations to be conducted objectively and, also, subjectively by the

clients.
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