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In Japan, the elderly population is currently growing rapidly. For this reason, the Japanese
government is attempting to promote children’s interaction with elderly people to increase
their understanding of aging. In order to find out what young people are taught about the
elderly and what kinds of interaction occur between them and elderly people in the US, I
gathered information about curricula on aging for elementary and secondary school children
in several states and collected information from school staff, secondary school students, high
school graduates, and elderly people involved with school education while I was working as a
volunteer in the South Bay, Northern California, the US.

The curricula regarding aging that were created in the State of Mississippi and the State of
Connecticut are designed on the premise that by learning about elderly people’s lives and
aging issues, young students will come to think of aging as an issue for their own future. In
the South Bay of Northern California, there is no curriculum regarding aging at either
primary or secondary schools, but elderly people are frequently involved in school education
as volunteers teaching ESL, science, and biology classes, and there are also other interesting

opportunities for children to interact with elderly people.
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