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Abstract

On April 8, 2013, British ex-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, known as “the Iron Lady”,
died. She was a strong politician whose legacy is quite mixed. However, she is widely
considered one of the most influential British prime ministers.

In 2006, in Japan, the Fundamental Law of Education which had remained unchanged since
its enactment was revised under then Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. At the time, he was said to
have been considerably influenced by Thatcherism.

In this report, I focus on the education policies of Thatcherism and as well as its political
and economic background. Also, I examine whether Prime Minister Abe’s present (as of

November 2013) education policies bear some similarities to those of Thatcherism.
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