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The Process of Beginning and Continuation of Storytelling by Elderly
Victims of Minamata Disease (Methylmercury Toxicity) in Niigata, Japan
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The aim of the present study was to clarify the process which contributed to the
beginning and continuation of storytelling by elderly victims of Minamata Disease
(Methylmercury Toxicity) in Niigata in Japan. Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with six storytellers (three men and three women, average age: 76). All the data received
were analyzed using the Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA). Below, [ )
indicates a concept, { ) a sub-category and [ ] a category. The results indicated that
although the participants suffered from this disease and{hesitated to come forward in the
beginning of the storytelling activity), (a family who was not against them) and a sense of
{social obligation) played a role in [their determination to tell their story]. Six older victims
in Niigata have continued to tell their story for many years. At the beginning, they felt {the
difficulty of telling their story) because (they could not speak out in public). However,
museum staff, audience, teachers, and victim Z's organization and family gave {continued
support). [The change during the storytelling activity] affected their {internal changes)
such as their confidence to take part in the activity, and {external changes) like (softening
social discrimination and prejudice) and (interchange between those telling stories about

environmental pollution).
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