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SUMMARY

“Social identity” is defined as one’s knowledge of identification with a social group, and its
theory has been developed based on experimental research in group-to-group relationships. This
qualitative study examines how social identity theory is applicable to college students’ feelings
of identification with their college. In this study, factors influencing undergraduate students’
feelings of identification with their college are investigated, including the roles of college jargon
in their identification with their college.

Two investigations were conducted. In the first investigation, a total of 24 first grade
students were asked the following: (1) to report their transitional experiences from their high
school to college in one year; (2) to complete a three day journal twice a year; (3) to join group
discussions on two occasions; (4) to write a report about their one year transitional experiences
upon entering college. In another investigation, a total of 159 undergraduates were asked to
write a report of their feelings of identification with their college, and they were examined on
their knowledge of jargons used on campus.

The results found three factors influencing their sense of identification with their college:
(1) human relationships in college, (2) knowledge and skills of goal-achievement in college,
and (3) comparison of their college with other colleges. Jargon also plays an important role
in promoting relationships with other members, utilizing university knowledge effectively,
and giving authentic feelings of memberships of their college in informal ways. Theoretical

implications of social identity are also discussed.
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