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An Aspect of China-Japan Cultural Exchange in ancient times
— Focusing on the Kemari culture —
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Abstract:

Looking back at the history of Nippon Kemari, it can be said that the late stage of Heian period
is a big turning point. During this period, under the protection of Goshirakawa-in and Gotoba-in,
masterpieces and experts of Kemari turn out in great numbers so that Kemari become extremely grand,
and then until the thirteenth century, the sophistication of Kemari was enhanced as a competition. At
the same time, the facilities, equipment, costumes, styles of manners, competitions, acting etc. are
arranged and the ancient practices are also established, as well as the expert of Kemari school which
lore and teach as a profession was established. In this paper, based on previous studies, with a view to
its” acceptance of the China Kemari culture, we will focus on the late stage of Heian period. Then, by
considering the way from the game of Kemari to the arts, I’d like to draw one aspect of China-Japan
cultural exchanges in ancient times, and furthermore, try to consider the background that how Japan

Kemari were handed down to the present.
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