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Abstract

Yasuzo Shimiu, founder of Oberlin University in Tokyo, established Chongzhen School in
Beijing before the start of the war between Japan and China. As a journalist, he
commented often about the relationship between Japan and China while he managed the
Chongzhen School. In the 1920’s, the period of the Taisho democracy, he interacted with
Chinese leaders of the reform movement such as Li Dazhao and Lu Xun. This interaction
assisted in the creation of his unique theory, which attached importance to the hands-on
approach principle, equalism, inter- nationalism and humanitarianism. Most common
theories about China in Japan during this era opposed Shimizu's theory. The general
assumption was that China was a nation that lagged behind other nations and it would not
reform itself domestically. During the 1930’s, because of the raise of militarism, Shimizu
was restricted to speak openly concerning his theory so he had to limit his theory
commentary in order to manage and develop the Chongzhen School. Some researchers
commented that this change was due to mental weakness and a lack of strong will.
However, that criticism is not correct if they analyze the components of his theory such as
background, collecting data, writing and editing. Nevertheless, he suffered through the
consequences of his own remarks. From the 1930s to the period that Japan was defeated in
the war, his theory was based on the fact that he had an objective point of view that
included looking back on him and Japan. Based on similar approaches to China today, his
theory of China still has significance.
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